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Construction of stormwater treatment 
wetland in Flushing Meadows Corona Park 



Take Home Message 
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GI concepts 
incorporated into 
design/redesign 

Reduce vulnerability to a range of 
climate risks 

Garner useful services out of 
otherwise under-utilized spaces 



Land Conservation 

Stormwater Management 

Urban Sustainability 

Green infrastructure: transitions in meaning 
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άΧΦnatural features in the landscape 
like forests, wetlands, and 
ǎǘǊŜŀƳǎΧέ  ²ŜōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ²ƻƭŦ όнлллύΣ 
Weber et al (2006) 
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Green infrastructure: transitions in meaning 



άDǊŜŜƴ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ - trees, 
vegetation, wetlands, and open 
space preserved or created in 
developed and urban areasτis a 
strategy for stopping water 
pollution at its source.έ όbw5/ 
2006) 
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άDǊŜŜƴ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ 
an approach that communities can 
choose to maintain healthy 
waters, provide multiple environ--
mental benefits and support 
sustainable communitiesΦέ ό¦{9t! 
2013) 
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How can GI promote sustainability, and 
provide useful services, while also 

reducing climatic risks? 
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0.7 ac impervious 
parking lot 
draining to Bronx 
River 

0.06 acres of 
underutilized 
riparian land 

ABC Carpet wetland (Bronx, NY) 
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Project Partners: Rocking 
the Boat, Lillian Ball, 
eDesign Dynamics, Drexel 
University 











Sand 

Permanent pool 





Rain events refill the wetland 



Stormwater is detained during large storms 



Runoff from smaller storms is retained through 
evapotranspiration* 

* Up to 8000 gallons over one 10 day dry spell 
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