
HUDSON RIVER 

WATERFRONT  

Hudson River Waterfront Walkway  



 Bayonne Bridge to the  

George Washington Bridge –  

40 miles of waterfront land 

 Edge of the waterfront 18.5 linear miles 

 Hudson River Waterfront Walkway 

The Hudson River Waterfront 



Hudson Waterfront in 1960s, 1970s and 1980s 

Weehawken Waterfront, 1970s. 

The beginning of the end 



Public Trust Doctrine 

By the law of nature these things are common to all 
mankind the air, running water, the sea and 

consequently shores of the sea.   
Book II Institutes of Justinian 550 AD  



Hudson River Waterfront Conservancy  

 

 

 1988 Conservancy established 

 Stakeholder organization  

 Assist the NJ Department  

of Environmental Protection  

 as eyes of and boots on the 

 ground 



Nonconforming Construction 



Pre-Sandy Warnings (eroding shoreline) 

Mariners Landing 



Pre-Sandy Warnings (subsidence) 

Kingston  2009 



Pre-Sandy Warnings (rotted pilings/deck collapse) 

Steven’s Waterfront Park 



Pre-Sandy Warnings (sink hole) 

Sinatra Drive 



Pre-Sandy Warnings (eroding shoreline) 



Sandy – October 29, 2012 Port Liberte 



Sandy – October 29, 2012 Port Liberte 



Sandy – October 29, 2012 Port Liberte 



Sandy – October 29, 2012 Port Liberte 



Development and Maintenace 

Responsibility of  

waterfront  owner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Need to take a new look at the 

Hudson River Waterfront 

 WW maintained by property owners 

 Extraordinary capital improvement costs of the 

foundations need to be shared  

 Regional approach - Creation of a HRW Stability 

District for a study; selection of appropriate resilience 

installations; assessment of costs and formulation for 

shared funding.  


